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Overview: This course uses economic principles to study various aspects of sports, including the business of sports, the organization of professional sports leagues, the design of sporting contests, the determination of player salaries, and public policies related to the sports industry.  Students are expected to have a background in principles of microeconomics (especially consumer theory, producer theory, and equilibrium analysis), and to be familiar with basic algebra and geometry.  Familiarity with more advanced tools, such as simple calculus, game theory, and statistics, will be helpful but is not required.  Finally, while I assume anyone taking this course has an interest in sports, I will presume no prior knowledge about any particular aspect of the sports world. 

Course objectives: The objective of the course is to provide students with a new perspective on both sports and economics.  As to sports, my hope is that students will learn to view leagues and teams as rationally structured organizations that pursue their objectives in an economical way.  As to economics, I hope that the use of economic reasoning to examine decision making in a non-traditional (i.e., non-market) setting will expand students’ appreciation of the usefulness of economics for understanding a wide array of human activities and institutions.   
Office Hours:  Office hours will be by appointment only.  Students can schedule an in-person meeting in my office (Oak 306) on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 12:30-1:30, or they can schedule a remote meeting in the virtual classroom via the Blackboard Collaborate tool in HuskyCT.  I l can be quite flexible for remote meetings—any reasonable, mutually acceptable time on weekdays will work.    
Readings:  The required readings will mostly be from a manuscript that I have posted on HuskyCT entitled:  Topics in Sports Economics.  The chapters in the outline below refer to this manuscript, and it will also serve as the basis for the lectures.  In addition, there are couple of articles listed in the outline, which I have also post on HuskyCT.  For supplemental (but not required) reading, students may consider acquiring 


Stefan Szymanski, Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of 
Modern Sports, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009.

This is an engaging, readable, and completely non-technical introduction to sports economics (and it’s fairly cheap).  I recommend it to anyone wanting a thorough introduction to the field and a guide to the broader literature.  No readings from this book will be assigned, however, and students will not be responsible for any of its specific content.   
Grading:  The course grade will be based on three equally weighted exams. The dates of the first two exams are given in the outline below, and the final exam will be scheduled by the registrar. I will provide more information about these exams as the dates approach, but the format will definitely be multiple-choice and true-false.  The grading scale and other relevant information are provided at the end of the syllabus.
Problems are included at the end of each chapter in the manuscript, and answers are provided at the end of the text.  I will not collect or grade these problems, but I will occasionally go over them in class.  The problems will serve as preparation for the exams, and some exam questions will be based on them.    
The following outline gives the order of topics and the associated readings on a weekly basis.  The dates of the two mid-terms are also listed.  The schedule is tentative and is subject to change depending on our progress, but the dates of the exams will not change.
Outline and Readings:
Week


Topic






Reading


I. The Business of Sports

1. Week of Jan. 17
Introduction; Teams as Business Firms

Chapters 1, 2

2. Week of Jan. 24 
Pricing of Sporting Events 



Chapter 3

II. The Organization of Competition

3. Week of Jan. 31
Leagues as Economic Organizations


Chapter 4 

4. Week of Feb. 7
The Structure of Play




Chapter 5
5. Weeks of Feb. 14, 21
Competitive Balance




Chapter 6
Article: S. Rottenberg, “The Baseball Players’ Labor Market,” Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 64 (1956): 242-258.
First exam: Thursday, February 23
6. Week of Feb. 28
Rules and Enforcement



Chapter 7
III. The Sports Labor Market 

7. Week of Mar. 7
Player Salary Determination



Chapter 8
Week of Mar. 14: 
Spring break
8. Week of Mar. 21 
Player Contracts: Risk-Sharing and Incentives
Chapter 9

9. Week of Mar. 28, Apr. 4

Player Training: The Minor Leagues


Chapter 10 
Article: A. Hanssen, J. Meehan, and T. Miceli, “Explaining Changes in Organizational Form: The Case of Professional Baseball,” Journal of Sports Economics Vol. 17 (2016): 523-557.


Second exam: Thursday, April 6 

10. Week of Apr. 11 
College Sports





Chapter 11

IV. Public Policy Towards Sports

11. Weeks of Apr. 18, 25
Policy issues





Chapter 12
Final exam: To be scheduled.
Grading scale:
	93-100
	A

	90-92.9
	A−

	87-89.9
	B+

	83-86.9
	B

	80-82.9
	B−

	77-79.9
	C+

	73-76.9
	C

	70-72.9
	C−

	67-69.9
	D+

	63-66.9
	D

	60-62.9
	D−

	<60
	F


Student responsibilities and resources: 
As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Review these important standards, policies and resources (https://onlinestudent.uconn.edu/learn--more/), which include:

 The Student Code

o Academic Integrity

o Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism

 Copyrighted Materials

 Credit Hours and Workload

 Netiquette and Communication

 Adding or Dropping a Course

 Academic Calendar

 Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships

 Sexual Assault Reporting Policy 

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible.  If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860-
486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/)
