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Overview: This course introduces students to the economic analysis of law, focusing on the common law areas of torts (accidents), contracts, property, and criminal law, as well as legal procedure (both civil and criminal).  The basic theme is that laws, like market prices, create incentives for people to behave in certain socially desirable ways.  The course uses the tools of microeconomics, and so I will presume a familiarity with principles of micro at the intermediate level, as well as basic algebra and geometry.  We will also discuss several legal cases in light of the theory, though I will presume no background knowledge of law.  
Course objectives: The objective of the course is to provide students with a new perspective on both law and economics.  As for law, my hope is that students will learn to view legal institutions and doctrines as social constructs aimed at facilitating the efficient allocation of resources, particularly when markets are absent or fail.  As for economics, I hope that the use of economic reasoning to examine decision making in a non-traditional (i.e., non-market) setting will expand students’ appreciation of the usefulness of economics for understanding a wide array of human activities and institutions.   

Readings and notes:  All readings in the outline below are from the following textbook, which is available for purchase at the bookstore:


Thomas J. Miceli, The Economic Approach to Law, 3rd Edition, Stanford Univ. 
Press (2017).

Note that any royalties that I receive from the sale of this book to UConn students will be donated to a university development fund in accordance with state ethics laws. Earlier editions are acceptable, though the chapter numbering and some coverage may be different.  In addition to readings from the text, I have posted several key cases on HuskyCT, as well as lecture notes keyed to the chapters in the textbook.
Grading:  The course grade will be based on three equally weighted exams. The dates of the first two exams are given in the outline below.  The final exam will be scheduled by the registrar. All exams will be of the multiple-choice/true-false type.  The grading scale and other relevant information are provided at the end of the syllabus.  

Problems are included within each chapter of the textbook, and answers are given at the end of the text.  We will go over these problems in class as we progress through each chapter, and some exam questions will be based on them.  

Office Hours:  Office hours will be by appointment only.  Students can schedule an in-person meeting in my office (Oak 306) on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 12:30-1:30, or they can schedule a remote meeting in the virtual classroom via the Blackboard Collaborate tool in HuskyCT.  I will be quite flexible for remote meetings—any reasonable, mutually acceptable time on weekdays will work.    

The following outline gives the order of topics and the associated readings on a weekly basis.  The schedule is subject to adjustment depending on our progress, but the dates of the two mid-terms will not be altered.  

Course Outline and Readings
Week



Topic




Reading                   
_______________________________________________________________________
1. Week of Jan. 17
Introduction



Chapter 1

2. Week of Jan. 24
Tort Law: Basics


Chapter 2, pp. 15-37

U.S. v. Carroll Towing
3. Week of Jan. 31
Tort Law: Basics (cont’d)


4. Week of Feb. 7
Products Liability


Chapter 3, pp. 58-73

5. Week of Feb. 14
Contract Law I: Valid Contracts
Chapter 4

Alaska Packers’ Assn. v. Domenico





Goebel v. Linn




6. Week of Feb. 21
Contract Law I (cont’d)

Chapter 4 (cont’d)
Sherwood v. Walker


First exam: Tuesday, February 21
7. Week of Feb. 28
Contract Law II: Breach of Contract
Chapter 5, pp. 111-132  





Hadley v. Baxendale




Peevyhouse v. Garland Coal & Mining Co.
8. Week of Mar. 7
Property Law I: Property Rights
Chapter 6

Week of Mar. 14, 16
Spring Break 

9. Week of Mar. 21
Property Law I: Intellectual Property
Chapter 6 (cont’d)
10. Week of Mar. 28
Property Law II: Control of Externalities

 

Chapter 7

Boomer v. Atlantic Cement Co.
Spur Industries v. Del Webb
11. Week of Apr. 4
Property Law II (cont’d) 
Second exam, Tuesday April 4
12. Week of Apr. 11
Property Law II: Takings



Kelo v. New London

Powerpoint on Kelo case

Pennsylvania Coal v. Mahon
13. Week of Apr. 18
Criminal Law



Chapter 8, pp. 228-262
14. Week of Apr. 25
Legal Procedure


Chapter 9

Final exam: To be scheduled
Grading scale:

	93-100
	A

	90-92.9
	A−

	87-89.9
	B+

	83-86.9
	B

	80-82.9
	B−

	77-79.9
	C+

	73-76.9
	C

	70-72.9
	C−

	67-69.9
	D+

	63-66.9
	D

	60-62.9
	D−

	<60
	F


Student responsibilities and resources: 

As a member of the University of Connecticut student community, you are held to certain standards and academic policies. In addition, there are numerous resources available to help you succeed in your academic work. Review these important standards, policies and resources (https://onlinestudent.uconn.edu/learn--more/), which include:

 The Student Code

o Academic Integrity

o Resources on Avoiding Cheating and Plagiarism

 Copyrighted Materials

 Credit Hours and Workload

 Netiquette and Communication

 Adding or Dropping a Course

 Academic Calendar

 Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships

 Sexual Assault Reporting Policy 

The University of Connecticut is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities and assuring that the learning environment is accessible.  If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability or pregnancy, please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. Students who require accommodations should contact the Center for Students with Disabilities, Wilbur Cross Building Room 204, (860-486-2020 or http://csd.uconn.edu/)
